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means for counting and advancing articles from the supply hopper to said first buffer 
chamber; 

first means tor moving said oultet door to release the articles from said first buffer 
chamber in response to a first predetermined condition; 

a second buffer chamber for receiving articles from said first buffer chamber, said second 
buffer chamber having an outlet and an outlet door; and 

second means for moving said door of said second buffer chamber to. release the articles 

from said second buffer chamber in response to a second predetermined condition. 

i 

3. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 2, wherein said sceond means will 
not move the outlet door of said second buffer chamber to release the articles from said second 
buffer chamber until after verification by machine reading of a bar-coded prescription on a 
receptacle for receiving the articles. 

4. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 2, wherein said second means 
comprises means for moving said outlet door of said second buffer chamber to release the 
articles from said second buffer chamber in response to the presence of a receptacle at an outlet 
snout. 

5. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 2, further comprising a cabinet 
having a rear wall, wherein said supply hopper is positioned inside said cabinet, said rear wall 
has an opening for providing access to said supply hopper, the article dispensing system further 
comprising a security door movably mounted on said rear wall, said security door being movable 
between a first position, in which said security door covers said opening, and a second position. 
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in which said security door uncovers said opening, and locking means for preventing movement 
of said door from its first position. 

6. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 5, further comprising means for 
disabling said locking means, so that said security door can be moved out of said first position. 

7. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 6, wherein said actuating disabling 
means comprises a bar cade reader. 

8. (Original) An article dispensing system comprising: 

a plurality of article dispensing subsystems each including 
a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed; 
a first buffer chamber having an outlet and an outlet door; 

means for counting and advancing articles from the supply hopper to said first buffer 
chamber; 

first means for moving said outlet door to release the articles from said first buffer 
chamber in response to a first predetermined condition; 

a second buffer chamber for receiving articles from said first buffer chamber, said second 
buffer chamber having an outlet and an outlet door; and 

second means for moving said door of said second buffer chamber to release the articles 
from said second buffer chamber in response to a second predetermined condition. 
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9. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 8. wherein each or a plurality of the 
article dispensing subsystems contains pills different from pills contained by other article 
dispensing subsystems, and the article dispensing system further comprises means For actuating 
the article counting and advancing means of one of the subsystems in response to a prescription, 
means Tor printing a corresponding bar-coded prescription label, and means for indicating the 
location of a container suitable lo hold the prescription. 

10. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 9, further comprising machine 
means lor reading the bar-coded label and wherein said second means will not move the door of 
said second buffer chamber to release the pills until after verification by reading of the bar-coded 
label by the reading means. 

1 1 . (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 1 0, wherein each of the article 
dispensing systems. includes an outlet snout through which the pills are dispensed to a receptacle, 
and an indicator associated with each snout, the article dispensing system further comprising 
means for actuating the indicator of the snout through which the pills arc lo be dispensed. 

12. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 9, wherein said means for printing 
a bar-coded label comprises means For printing a series of bar-coded labels, each label being 
associated with a prescription to be filled, the article dispensing system further comprising means 
responsive to the presence ofa receptacle at the outlet snout through which a current prescription 
is being filled. 

1 3. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 8, further comprising a cabinet 
having a rear wall, wherein each of said supply hoppers is positioned inside said cabinet, said 
rear wall has a plurality of openings, each said opening provides access to a respective one of 
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said supply hoppers, said rear wall also has a plurality of security doors, each said security door 
is associated with a respective one of said openings and is movable between a first position, in 
which said security door covers said opening, and a second position, in which said security door 
uncovers said opening, and the article dispensing system further comprises locking means for 
preventing movement or said security doors from their Grst positions, and means Tor disabling 
said locking means of one of said security doors in response to the machine reading of a bar- 
coded label on a supply container of pills. 

14. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 1 3, further comprising an indicator 
associated with each of said security doors, and means for actuating one ofsaid indicators in 
response to the machine reading of a bar-coded label on a supply container of pills. 

1 5. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 10, further comprising a first bank 
of oullct snouts, each associated with one of said article dispensing subsystems, positioned on 
one side ofsaid machine means for reading the bar-coded label, a second bank of outlet snouts, 
each associated with one orsaid article dispensing subsystems, positioned on an opposite side of 
said machine means for reading the label, an indicator associated with each bank of outlet snouts, 
and means for actuating the indicator of the bank at which the pills required by the bar-coded 
label are to be dispensed. 

1 6. (Amended) An automated prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
adjacently arranged pill dispensers, each operable to count out and dispense pills of a different 
pharmaceutical, computer control means for storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
different pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills and for selecting the pill dispensers 
dispensing the pharmaceuticals specified in said stored prescriptions and controlling the selected 
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pill dispensers to simultaneously count out pills from said pill dispensers and sequentially 
dispense said counted pi I Is, said computer control means lor slopping each pill dispenser from 
counting out and dispensing pills when the number of pills specified in the corresponding 
prescription have been counted out and dispensed, and label means (to produce) for producing 
prescription container labels, said, computer control means for causing said label means to 
produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, 
[wherein] and said label means [produces! for producing said prescription labels one at a time 
and will not produce a prescription label for the next prescription until alter pills specified in a 
preceding prescription have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 

1 7. (Original) An automated dispensing system as recited in claim 1 6, wherein a 
plurality of output hoppers are provided, one for each of said pifl dispensers to receive the pills 
counted out and dispensed by said pill dispensers, said computer control means including means 
to selectively permit the release ofthc pills from said output hoppers into prescription pill 
containers. 

18. (Original) An automated prescription dispensing system as recited in claim 16", 
wherein signalling means are provided for each of said pill dispensers to call an operator's 
attention to such pill dispenser when such indicating means is activated, said computer control 
means being responsive to said stored prescriptions to select and activate one of said indicating 
means. 

f 

19. (Amended) An automated prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
adjacently arranged pill dispensers, each operable to count out and dispense pills of a different 
pharmaceutical, computer control means for storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
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different pharmaceutical in pill form and u number ofpills and for selecting the pill dispensers 
dispensing the pharmaceuticals specified in said stored prescriptions and for controlling the 
selected pill dispensers to simultaneously count out pills from said pill dispensers and 
sequentially dispense said counted pills, said computer control means Tor stopping each pill 
dispenser from counting out and dispensing pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have been counted out and dispensed, a plurality of output hoppers 
one for each of said pill dispensers to receive the pills counted out and dispensed by said pill 
dispensers, output snouts, one connected to each of said output hoppers, said computer control 
means including means (to selectively permit] for selectively permitting the release of the pills 
from said output hoppers through the corresponding output snouts, said output snouts being 
arranged in at least one row and defining an aisle extending adjacent to and parallel to said row 
to permit an operator to have case of access to pills dispensed through said snouts. 

20. (Original) An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to he 
dispensed, means for counting out and dispensing articles from a selected supply hopper, said 
system including a cabinet having a rear wall and a front side wall wherein the supply hoppers 
arc positioned inside said cabinet, said dispensing subsystems dispensing said articles from said 
front side, said rear wall having a plurality of openings, each of said openings providing access 
to a respective one of said supply hoppers, said rear wall also having a plurality of security 
doors, each of said security doors being associated with a respective one of said openings and 
being movable between a first position in which said security door covers said opening and a 
second position in which said security door uncovers said opening, the article dispensing system 
further comprising locking means for preventing movement of said security doors from their first 
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positions, and means for disabling said locking means of one of said security doors in response 
lo the machine reading or a bar coded label on the supply container of articles to be dispensed by 
the article dispensing system. 

21 . (Amended) A pharmaceutical pill dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers each operable to store a plurality of pills to be dispensed in a supply hopper and to 
simultaneously count out and sequentially dispense pills from the corresponding supply hopper, 
computer control means for selecting one of said dispensers and for operating the selected 
dispensers to count out and dispense a preselected number of pills, said computer control means 
for maintaining a hopper quantity lor each of said dispensers representing the number of pills in 
the hopper of such dispenser and for reducing the hopper quantity of each dispenser by the 
preselected number counted out by such dispenser when the selected dispenser is caused to count 
out the preselected number of pills, said computer control means including means [to provide) 
for providing an indication to an operator when the hopper quantity of one of said dispensers 
falls below a predetermined minimum, and means fto increase] for increasing the hopper 
quantity for each dispenser when pills arc added to the supply hopper or such dispenser by the 
number of pills added lo the supply hopper of a corresponding pill dispenser. 

22. (Original) An automated pill dispensing system as recited in claim 21, wherein said 
means to increase said hopper quantity includes a bar code reader to read a bar code on a bulk 
supply container of pills to be added to the supply hopper ora given pill dispenser. 

23. (Original) A method of dispensing prescriptions employing a plurality of adjacently 
arranged pill dispensers operable to count out and dispense pills and employing a computer to 
control the operation of said dispensers comprising the steps of storing a supply of pills of a 
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different pharmaceutical in each said pill dispensers, storing a plurality of prescriptions to be 
lillcd in a memory of said computer, said prescriptions each containing the identification of a 
pharmaceutical pill lo be dispensed and a prescribed number of pills, programming said 
computer to select the pill dispensers storing the pills identified by prescriptions stored in said 
computer memory, and operating the selected dispensers lo simultaneously count out and 
dispense the prescribed number of pills in response lo the prescriptions stored in said memory, 
receiving the pills counted out by each dispenser into a corresponding upper hopper, releasing 
the pills from said upper hopper into a corresponding lower hopper when the counting and 
dispensing by the corresponding dispenser has been completed, positioning vials to receive pills 
from the lower hoppers which have received pills, and releasing pills from the lower output 
hoppers into said vials. 

24. (Original) A method of dispensing prescriptions s recited in claim 23 further 
comprising printing a label for each of the prescriptions stored in said memory of said computer, 
said label containing the prescription information of the prescriptions stored in the memory of 
said computer, applying the printed labels to prescription vials and filling the labeled prescription 
vials with the pills counted out and dispensed by said selected dispensers. 

25. (Original) A method of dispensing prescriptions as recited in claim 24 wherein the 
sequence of printing a label, applying the label to a vial and receiving pills into a labeled vial are 
carried out for one prescription at a lime. 

20. (Original) A method of dispensing prescriptions as recited in claim 23 wherein the 
pills are released from the lower hoppers into prescription vials one vial at a time. 
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27. (Original) A method of dispensing prescriptions as recited in claim 24 further 
comprising printing a bar code on each prescription label representing a prescription number 
identifying the corresponding prescription and verifying the prescription number with a bar code 
reader before filling the labeled vial with pills. 

28. (New) An operator assisted prescription dispensing system com prising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills ofat least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
computer controller including means, rcspons . ivcly connected to and controlling said plurality of 
pill dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharma ceutical in pill 
fonn and a number of pills, and for selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills 
specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions and for controlling said plurality of pill 
dispcnscrsJo simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller including means for 
stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of nills specified in the 
correspond in ft prescription have been counted out, jspjd 1 computer controller including me ans for 
controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the counted pills 
corresponding to at least one of said plurality of prescriptions, and label means for producing 
prescription container labels, said computer controller including means for causing said label 
means to produce prescription labels containing, in formation corresponding to said stored 
prescriptions, wherein said label means for producing said prescription labels one at a time and 
no t for p r oducing a prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a 
preceding prescription have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 

2.9. (Newl An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
computer controller including means, responsively connected to and controlling said plurality o f 
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pill dispe nsers, for storinp a plurality o f proscriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in p i ll 
fonvLaad a number of pi lis, and for selecting said plurality of pill dispensers disp ensing the pills 
sp ecified in at least one of said plurality ofprcscriptions and for controlling said plurality of p ill 
dispensers to simu lt aneously count out the pills, said computer controller including means for 
stopping each pill dispenser from counting ou t, the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have been counted out, said computer controller includinK means for 
controlling each ofsaid plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the counted pills 
corrcspondim. to the plurality of prescriptions, and a label means for producing prescription 
container labels, said co mpu ter controller including means for causing said label means to 
produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, 
wherein said label means for producinu said, prescrip ti on labels one at a time and not for 
producing a prescription label for the next prescription until alter pills specified in a preceding 
prescription have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 

30. (Ncw> An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
computer controller including means, responsivcly connected to and control lina said plurality of 
fiill^sjLCJlsj^^fQr.S.tQrio g a plurality of prescriptions each speeif y ipg a pharmaceutical in pill 
form and a number of pills, and for selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills 
specified in at least one ofsaid plurality of prescriptions and for controlling said plurality of pill 
dispensers to simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller including means for 
slopping each pill disp enser .from counting o ut the pills when .the_n.ii.m bcr o f pills specified in the 
corresponding p rescription have been conn led out, said computer controller controlling each of 
said plurality of pill dispensers lo secuienliullv dispense the counted pills, each of the plurality of 
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pill dispensers dispensing a different one of said plurality of pre scriptions, and a label means for 
producing prescription container labels, said computer contr o ller controlling said label means to 
produce prescription labels eo ^ aininp , information corresponding to sa id stored prescriptions, 
wherein said label means for producing said prescription labels on e at a time and not producing a 
prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified i n a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription contain er,. 

31 . (Ncwl An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one p harmaceutical, at least one 
computer controller, including means, responsivelv connected to a nd controlling s»id plurality of 
pill dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill 
form and a number of pills, and for selecting said plurality of nil! dispensers di s pe nsing; the pi|ls 
specified in at least one of said plurality of prescrip t ions and controlling said plurality ofpiH 
dispensers to simultaneously count out the pills, said comp uter controller stopping each pill 
dispenser from counting out the ni» < when the number of pills specified in the corresponding, 
prescription have been counted out, said computer control ler controlling each of said plur_aiiiy_cif 
pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the counted pills responsive to a predetermined command 
or action hv the operator, and lahel means for producing prescr iption container Iahe1s._s.aid. 
computer controller causing said label means to produce presc ription labels containing 
information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein s aid label moans for producing, 
said prescription lahels one at a time and will not produce a prescri ption label for the next 
prescription until after pills specified in a preceding p rescription have been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container. 
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32. (Ne w) An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
nil! dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
computer controller including mea ns, resnonsivclv connected u> and controlling said plurality of 
pill . dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifyina a pharmaceutical in pill 
form and a number of pills, and for selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills 
specified in at least one of said plurality ofprcscriptions. and for control line said plurality of pill 
dispensers to simultaneous ly count out the nills. said computer controller including means for 
stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding pre scription have been counted out, said computer controller including means for 
controlling at least two of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the counted 
nills com prising one of said plurality of prescriptions at a time, and label means for producing 
p roscription container labels, said computer controller including means for causing said label 

. system to produce prescription labels containing inl'ormalion corresponding to said stored 
prescriptio ns , wherein said label means for Producing said prescription labels one at a time and 
w_i.ll not produce a p rescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a 
preceding prescription have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 

33. (New) An o perator assisted proserin! ion dis pe nsing system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, eac h operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
computer controller includi ng means, resnonsivelv connected to and controlling said plurality of 
PtU dispensers, fo r storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill 
form and a number ofpills. and for selecting said plurality of nill dispensers dispensing the p ills 
specified in at least one ofsaid plurality of prescriptions, and for controlling sa i d plurality of pill 
dispensers to simult aneously count out the pills, snid computer controller including means for 
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sto pping capti pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
correspond inn prescription have been counted out, said computer controller including moans for 
controlling ench ol'said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the counted pills 
comprising one ofsaid plurality of prescriptions at a time, and a label system to produce 
prescription container labels, said computer controller con figured to control ^jd label system to 
produce prescription labels containing informatio n correspQ r;din»> to said stored prescriptions, 
wherein said label system produces said prescription labels one at a lime and will not produce a 
prescription label for die next nrcscrintion until after pills specified in a preceding p rescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 

34. fNewl An operator assisted prescription dispensing sy stem co mprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operab le to count out pills of a t least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a 
data processor and a computer responsivelv connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
including at least one computer controller including control means, responsivelv connected to 
and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescriptions each 
specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, and for selecting said plurality of 
pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one ofsaid plurality of prescriptions, and 
for controllin g said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the nills. said control 
means for stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills 
specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, said control means for 
controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the counted pills 
corresponding to at least one ofsaid plurality of prescriptions, and a label system to pro duce 
prescription container labels, said control means for controlling said label system to produce 
prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein 
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.said label system produces said prescription labels one at a time an<i will not produce a 
prescription lahc.l_.for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription co ntainer. 

35. fNow) An operator assisted prescription dispensing system compri sing a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one of a 
data processor and a computer rcsponsivelv connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
i ncluding at least one computer control means, rcsponsivelv connected to and controlling sai d 
plurality of pill dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescriptio ns each specifying, a 
pharmaceutical in pill form and a number ofnills. for selecting sajd plurali ty of pill dispensers 
dispensing the nills specif ie d in at least one of said plura li ty of prescriptions, an d for controlling 
said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the ni I Is. said c omputer control 
m eans for stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills whan the number of pills 
specified in the corresponding prescription have been counted out, said computer con trol means 
for controlling each of said plurality ofpill dispensers to sequentially dispense the counted pills 
corresponding to the plurality of prescriptions, and a label system to produce pre scription 
container labels, said contputcr control means for controlling said label system to produce 
prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescript ions, wherein 
said label system produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specifi ed in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 

36. fNcwl Ap operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmace utical, at least one of a 
data processor and a computer rcsponsivelv connected to said plu rality of pill dispensers and 
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including at least one computer controller means, rcsponsivelv connected to and controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescriptions q a c . 1i specifying a 
pharmaceutical in pill for m and a number ofnills. Tor selecting said plurality o f pill dispensers 
disp ensing the pills speci ficd in at least one of said plurality of prescri p tions, and for controlling 
said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count oxit the pills, said computer controller 
means for stopping each pill dispenser from counting out tho pills when the number ofnills 
specified in the corresponding prescripti o n have been counted out, said computer con troller 
means for controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the 
counted pills, each of the plurality ofpiU dispensers dispensing a different one of said plurality 
of prescriptions, and a label system to produce prescription container labels, said computer 
controller means for controlling said label system to produce prescription lahels containing 
information corresponding to said stored prescriptions. \v)icrcin said label system produces said 
prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a prescription label for the next 
prescription until after pills sp e cified in a preceding prescription hav e been received from a pill 
dispenser into a p rescription container, 

37. fNewl An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pill disp ensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one o_f .a 
data processor and a computer rcsponsivelv connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
in cluding at least one computer controller means, rcsponsivelv connected to and cont rolling said 
plurality of pill dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
ph armaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, for selecting said plurality of pill disp ensers 
dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions, and for controlling 
said plurality of nil! dispensers to simultaneously count out the nills. said computer controller 
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means For stopping each Pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills 
specified in the corresponding prescrip t ion have been counted out, snid computer controller 
means for controllinH, each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the 
c ounted pills responsive to a predetermined command or action hv the operator, and a label 
system to produce prescription container labels, said computer controller means for controlling 
said label system to produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said 
stored prescriptions, wherein said label system produces said prescription labe l s one at a lime 
and will not produce a prescription label lor the next prescription until after pills specified in a 
pr eceding prescription have been received from a nil! dispenser into a prescription container. 

3 8. (New) An operator assisted prescription dispensing sys t em comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out nills o f a t least one pharmaceutical, at leas t one of a 
data processor and a computer rcsponsivelv connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
including at least one computer controller means, responsively connected to and controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
pharmace u tical in pill form and a number of nills. for selecting said plurality of pill dispensers 
dis pensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality ol* prescriptions, and for controllin g 
said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the pills, said computer controller 
means lor stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number ofpills 
specified in the corre spo nding prescription have been counted out , said computer controller 
means for controlling at least two ofsaid plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the 
counted pills comprising one of said plurality of prescriptions at a tiir^c. and a label system to 
produce prescription con t ainer labels, said computer controller means for controlling, said label 
system to produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored 
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prescriptions, wherein said lahel system produces sni d prescription labels one at a time and win 
not produce a prescription label for the next prcsr.riptinn ...^i ftfl „ r p ; i ^ T ecificd in a nraoftrimp . 
prescription have been receiver! trnm n p j\\ dimemw into a prescription container. 

39, fNew) _ An operator assiste d prescription dispe n sing system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, ea ch operable t o c ou nt out nills oral least one pharmaceutical, at least one nfn 
data processor and a computer rcsnonsi vel y connected to said plurality of pill dispense ,mH 
includjpB at least one computer controller means , r nsponsivclv connected to and corilroHin R «;.»t 
Plurality of pill dispensers, for st o ring a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
pharmaceutical in pill form and a numbe r of pi Us. for selecting said plurality ofnitl dispenser* 
dispenses the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions, and for controlling 
said plurality of pill dispensers to simultane ously count out the pills, said computer controller 
means for stopping each, pill dispense r from counting out the pills when the number of pills 
sjeailcdjlUfac conespp pdinn prescription have been counted out, and for controlling each of 
sa klpluralitY of pill dispensers to se quentially dispense the counted nills comprising one of said 
plurality pf prescriptions at a time, a nd a l abel system to produce prescription container lahels 
said computer controller means for cont rolling said label system to produce prescription labels 
cqnlaininR information correspondi n t; to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label system 
produgessaid prescription labels one at a lime and w ill not produce a prescription label for the 
next prescription until aflcr pills specified in a p r eceding prescription have been received from a 
pill dispen ser into a prescription container. 

40 ._(New) At) operator assisted p rescripti on dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pjll dispensers, each operable to count o u t pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
. controller means, responsivclv connected to , ;,mt f or control lin q said plurality of pill dispe nsers. 
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for storing u pluralit y of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form und a 
number of pills, for selecting said plurality of nill dispensers dispensing the nills specified in at 
least one of said plurality of prescriptions, and for controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to 
simultan eously count out the pills, said controller means for stonninc each pill dispenser from 
counting out the pills when the n umber of pills specified in the corresponding prescription hnvo 
been counted out, said controll er means for controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to 
se quentially dis p ense the counted pills corresponding to nl least one of said plurality of 
prescriptions, and a label s ystem "to produce prescription container labels, said controller means' , 
for control line said label system to produce prescription labels containing information 
corresponding to s aid stored prescriptions, wherein said label system produces said prescription 
labels one at a time and wil l not produce a prescription label fo r the next prescription until after 
ndls specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a nill dispenser into a 
prescription container. 

41 . (New 1 * An o perator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
IMlLdispensers. each operab le to count out pills ofat least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
controller means including a control system, responsively connected to. and for controlling said 
Plurality of pill dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
pha rmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, for selecting said plurality of pill dispensers 
dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions, and for controlling 
said plurality of pilf r|isp«n.«; ers to simultaneously count out the pills, said controller means for 
stopping each pill dispenser from coun ting out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have been counted out, and for controlling each of said plurality of 
pill dispensers to sequenti ally dispense the counted nills corresponding to the plurality of 
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prescriptions, and a label system to produce prescription container labels, said controller mean* 
for controlling said label syst em to produce prescription labels containing information 
corresponding to said stored pr escriptions, wherein said label system produces said prescription 
labels one at a time and will n ot produce a prescription label for the next prescription until after 
pills specified in a preceding prescription have been received from a pill dispenser into a 
prescription container, 

42. fNcw) An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
controller, including a control svstcm responsivelv connected lo said plurality of pill dispensers. 
for storing a plurality of prescri ptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in piU form and a 
number of pills, fpr sefe c tinu said plurality of pill dispe n sers dispensing the pills specified in at 
least one of said pl urality of prescriptions, and for controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to 
simultaneously count out the nill s. said controller means for stopp in g each pill dispenser from 
counting out the pi lls when the number of pills specified in the corresponding prescription have 
been counted out, an d for controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers lo sequentially 
dispense the counted pills, eac h of the plurality of pill dispensers dispensing a different one of 
said plurality of pre scriptio ns , and a label system to produce prescription container labels, said 
controller means for c ontrolling said label system to produce prescription labels containing 
information correspond im> to s aid stored prescriptions, wherein said label system produces said 
prescripti on luhels one at. a time and will not nroduce a prescription label for the next 
prescription until after pi lls specified in a preceding presc ri ption have been received from a nil! 
dispenser into a prescription container. 
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43. {Newt An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality oT 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
co ntroller means, responsivelv connected lo and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers, for 
storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a num bgraf 
piils^fcr_s clectinc said plurality of pill dispensers dispen sing the pills specified in at least one of 
said plurality of prescriptions, and for controlling said plurality ofpill dispensers to 
simultaneously count o u t the pills, said controller means for stopping each pill dispenser from 
counting out the pills when the number of pill s spe cified in the corresponding prescription have 
been counted out, and for controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially 
disp ense the counted pills responsive to a predetermined command or action by the operator, and 
a label s y stem to produce prescription container labels, said controller means for controlling said 
label system to produce prescription labels containing information correspond ing to said stored 
prescriptions, wherein said label system produces said prescription labels one at a time and -will 
not produce a prescription label for the next prescription until after pjll's specified in a preceding 
prescription have heen received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 

44. i (New) An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
nill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical at least one 
controller means, responsivelv connected to and for controlling said plurality ofpill dispensers. 
for.-Storine.ja plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a 
number of pills, for selecting said plurality ofpill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at 
least o ne of said plurality of prescriptions, and for con t rolling said plurality of pill dispensers to 
simultaneously count out t h e pills, said controller means for stopping each pill disp enser from 
counting out the n ills when the number of pills specified in the corresponding prescription have 
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been counted out, and for controlling at least two of said plurality of pi ll dispensers lo 
sequentially dispense the counted pills comprising one of said plurality ofprcscriptions at a time, 
and a label system to produce prescription container labels, said controller means for controlling 
said label system to produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said 
stored prescriptions, wherein said label system produces said prescription labels one at a lime 
and will n ot p roduce a prescription label for the next prescription until atler pills specified in a 
preceding prescription have been received from a pill dispenser into a proscription container. 

45. (New) Aji operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical , at least one 
controller means, including a contro l system resnonsi vol v connected to and con trolling said 
plurality of pill dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
pharmaceutical in pill form and a number ofpills. for selecting said plurality of pill dispense rs 
dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality ofprcscriptions. for controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers lo simultaneously count out the pills, for stopping each pill dispenser 
from counting out the pills when the number ofpills specified in the corresponding prescription 
have been counted out, and for controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially 
dispense the counted pills comprising one of said plurality ofprcscriptions at a time, and a label 
system to produce prescription container labels, said controller means for controlling said label 
system to produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored 
prescriptions, wherein said label system p r oduces said prescription labels one at a time and will 
not produce a prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding 
prescription have been receive^ from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 
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46. (New) The di.soen.sine system of any nf claims 28-45. wherein e a ch of soiri pilj 
dispensers signals th e operator to assist in dispensing the nills when ready. 

47. (New) The dispensing system of anv ofclaim.s 28-45. further compris in g a plurality 
of output hoppers one for each of said pill dispensers to receive the pills counted out hv said pjll 
dispensers, output snouts, one connected to each of said output hoppers, said controller 
c_Q,nArollinK the, selective release of the pills from said ouloni hoppers through the corresponding 
output s pouts, said output snouts being arranged in at least one row and defining an aisle 
extending adjacent to and parallel to said row to permit the operator to have case of access to 
pills dispensed through said snouts. 

48. (New) The dispensing system of anv of claims 28-45. wherein said plurality of pill 
djspCTisers sequentially dispense the pills im p g hottlc corrcspondinu to one of said plurality of 
prescriptions. 

49. fNew) The disp ensing system of anv of claims 28-4S. wherein said plurality of pill 
disp ppscrs sequentially dispense the pills into a horde corresponding to at least one of said 
plurality of prescriptions. 

50. (New) The dispe nsing system of any ofclaims 28-45. wherein said Plurality of pill 
dispensers sequentially dispense t he pills into at least one bottle corresponding to at least one of 
said plurality of prescriptions. 

5-L fNew) The dispensing syst em of anv of claims 28-45. wherein said controller 

indicates to the opera tor when a hopper quantity of at least one of said dispensers requires 
refillin g, responsive to predetermined criteria and increases the hopper quantity for the at least 
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one dispenser when the pills arc added to a supply hopper of the at least one dispenser bv a 
number of pills. 

52. fNcw) An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of al least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
computer controller means, rcsponsivclv connected to and controlling said plurality of pill 
dispe nsers, for storimt a plurality of prescriptions each specif y ing a pharmaceutical in pill form 
and a number of pills, for selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified 
in at least one of said plurality of prescr i ptions, for controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to 
simultaneously count out the pills, and for stopping each pill dispenser from coun ting out the 
pills when the number of pil l s specified in the corresponding prescription have heen counted out. 
a plura li ty of output hoppers one for each of said pill dispensers to receive the pills counted out 
by said pill dispensers, outnut snouts, one connected to each of said output h oppers, said 
controller means for controlling the selective sequential release of the count ed oills from said 
output hoppers through the corresponding output snouts, said output snou ts being arranged in at 
least one row and defining an aisle extending adjacent to and paral lel to said row to permit the 
operator to have ease of access to nills dispensed through said snouts, and a lab el system to 
product) prescription container labels, said computer controller means for controlling said label 
system to produce prescription labels containing information correspo nding to said stored 
prescriptions, wherein said label system produces said prescription labels one at a time and will 
no! produce a prescription label for (he next prescript ion until after pills specified in a preceding 
prescription ha v e been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 

53. (New) An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
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computer controller means Tor controlling said plurality of oill dispensers and storing a plurality 
of prescri ptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of niHs. for selecting 
s aid plurality ofpill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one of said plurality of 
Prescri ptions, for controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the 
pills, for stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills 
specified in the cor responding prescription have been counted out, and for controlling said 
plurality ofpill dispensers to sequentially dispense the counted pills corresponding to at least one 
of said plurality of prescriptions to the operator, and a label svstem to produce prescription 
containe r labels, said computer Controller means for controlling said label system to produce 
prescript ion labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein 
said label system produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received from a pill-dispenser into a prescription container. 

54. ( New) A method of dispensing pills in a prescription dispensing svstem having a 
plurality ofpill dispensers, comprising the stens of: 

controlling the plurality ofpill dispensers to simultaneously count out pills responsive to 
a corresponding plurality of prescriptions: 

controlling the plurality ofpill dispensers to sequentially dispense the pills responsive to 
at least one ol'a predetermined command and an action bv an operator: 

receiving th e pills counted out by each dispenser into a corresponding upper hopper: 

releasing the pills from said upper hopper into a corresponding lower hopper: 

positioning vials to receive pills from the lower hoppers which have received pills: and 

relea sing pills from the lower output hoppers into said vials. 
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55. (New) An article dispensing system comprising a plurality ofadiaccntly arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each including a counting , system and a sunp lv hopper for a 
plurality ol'articlcs to be dispensed, and at least one computer controller means for responsivcly 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems, for selecting and controlling sai d plurality of 
dispensing subsystems for simultaneously counting out the articles, and for con trolling said 
pjurajiiY of djspensint; subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles. 

56. fNc\v) An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each including a counting system and a supply hopp er for a 
plurality of articles to be dispensed, at least one computer controller means for responsivcl y 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems, and for storing a plurality of dispensing, 
descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer controller means having a 
control system means Tot selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems for 
simultaneously counting out the articles, and for controlling each of said plurality ofdispensing 
subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles corresponding to the pl urality of dispensing 
descriptions. 

57. (New) An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each including a c ounting system and a supply hopper for a 
plurali ty of articles to be dispensed, and at least one computer controller means for responsivcly 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems, for storing a plural ity of dispensing 
descriptions each spccifying_a number of articles, for selecting and c o ntrolling said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems for simultan eously counting out the articles, and for control ling each of 
said plurality of dispensing subsystems to seq uentiall y dispense the articles corresponding to a t 
least one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions. 
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S8. fNew> An operator assisted article dispen sin g syste m comprising a plurality of 
adjacently arranged article dispensing subsys t ems each including a counting system aq &aaiCBig 
hopper for a plum my »r Arti cles to he dispense d , and at least one computer controller means for 
rcsponsivclv controlling said plurality of dispensing sub « Y «^^<=, ^'d computer controller mea ns 
for having a control system fo r g ^ino »" d controlling «*1H plurality of dispensing subsystems 
for simultaneously counting out the articl e s- and for controlling each ofgatd plurality o f 
disusing subsystems to sequentially dispen se the articles responsive to a predetermined 
command or action hv the operator. 

■SO. (Newl An article dispcn """; sysi^m com prising a plurality of adjacently arrange d 
article dispensing subsystems each including a ronniing system, a supply hopper for a plura lity 
nf articles to be dispensed, ""d »■ 1^*' one compute- >-^rr.H>r menpy for resnonsivclv 
controllin g said plurality ofdis pensing subsvstcms_ a nd storing a plurality ofdispensinj> 
^,-ri ptions each specifvinu a number of o nirics, said computer controller means for sclec^ Q g 
»nd controlling s aid plurality of dispensing subsyst e m;; for simultaneously counting out the 
articles and for controlling at least two of said plura lity ofdispensing subsystems to sequentially 
dispense the articles comprisirm one of said plurality of disnens jnK des criptions at a time. 

60. fNcw^ An article dispensing system compri "'"', a plurality of adjacently arraflaed 
article dispensing subsystems each includin g a counting system, a supply hopper for a plurality 
of articles to be dispensed, and at least one computer controller means for responj^yejy 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsyste m s and storing a plurality of dispensing 
descriptions each specifying a number o f nrHH««, m'uI computer controller means for Steeling , 
and controlling Sftid plurality of dispensing subsy stems for simultaneously counting out J.hg 
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articles, and for controlling each of said plurality of dispensing subsystems t p sequentiall y 
dispense the articles comprising one of s; »d plurality ofdispensing descriptions at a tjnifc. 

fi 1 . (New! An article dispensing system comprising a plu rality of adjacently arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each includin g » ^np^ing system and a supply hopper for a 
plurality of articles to be dispensed, at least one of a data p ropessor and a computer respcctj.yc.bg 
connected to said plurality of dispensing subsyste m s and including a t l east one computer 
controller means forresponsivolv controlling said plurality of rlfapensinp subsystems, said 
computer controller means for selecting and controlling sai d plurality of dispensing subsystems 
for simultaneously counting out the articles, and for controlling s aid plurality of dispensing, 
subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles. 

62. (New) An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each including a counting system, a supply hopper fp r a plurality 
of articles to be dispens ed , at least one of a data processor and a co mputer respectively connected 
to said plurality of dispensing subsystems an d including at least one computer controller mpaps 
for responsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsyst e ms and for storing a plurality of 
dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of ar ticles, said computer controller means for 
having a control system for selecting and controlling said p lurality of dispensing suhsysJLsmsJbr 
simultaneously cotmting out the articles, and for control ling each of said plurality of dispensing: 
subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles correspon ding to the said plurality of dispensing, 
descriptions. 

63. (New) An operator assisted article dispe nsing system comprising a plurality of 
adjacently arranged article dispensing subsystems each includin g n counting system and a supply 
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hooper for a plurality of articles lo be dispensed, at least one of a da ta processor and a computer 
respectively connected to said plurality ofdispensina. subsystems and including at least one 
computer controller means for responsivclv controlling said plurality o f dispensing subsystems 
and for sto ri ng a plurality of dispensing descriptions eaeh specifying a nu mber of articles, said 
computer controller means for having a control system for selecting and c ontrolling said plurality 
o f dispensing subsystems, for simultaneously counting out the articles, an d for controlling said 
plurality of dispensing subsystems to seuucmiollv dispense the articles corresponding to at least 
one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions, each of the plurality of dispe nsing subsystems 
dispensing a different one of the articles to the operator 

64. (New) An operator assisted article dispensing system comprisinv a plurality of 
adjacently arrunged article dispensing subsystems each including a counting system and.ft SUPPW 
ho pper for a plurality of articles to he dispensed, at least one of a data processor and a computer 
respectively connected to said plurality of dispensing subsystem s and including at least one 
computer controller means for responsivcly controlling said pjpralitv of dispensing subsystems. 
and for storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a nu mber of articles, said 
computer controller means for having a control system for selecting an d controlling said plurality 
of dispensing subsystems for simultaneously counting out the articles and for controHing.caglLQj;' 
said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispe nse the articles responsive to, a 
predetermined command or action by the operator- 
's. (New) An operator assisted article dispensing system comprisin g a plurality of 
adjacently arranged article dispensing subsystems e ach including a counting system and a sup_n.lv 
hopper for a plurality of articles to he disp ense d , at least one of a data pro cessor and a computer 
respectively connected to said plurality of dispensing subsystems and including at least one 
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computer controller means for rcsponsivelv con trolling said plurality of dispensing subsystems, 
and for storing a plur ality ofdispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said 
computer controller means for h aving a control system for selecting and controlling said plurality 
ofdispensin g, subsy ste ms for simultaneously counting out the articles, and for controlling at least 
two of said plurality ofdispensin g subsystems to sequentially disp e nse the articles corresponding 
to one of sa id plurality of dispensing descriptions at a time. 

66. fNcw) An article dispensin g system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged 
article dispen sing subsystems each including a counting system, a supply honncr for a plurality 
of articlcsto be dispensed, and at least o ne of a data processor and a computer respectively 
Sgtinccted to said plurality o j f dispensing subsystems and including at least one computer 
controller means for rcsponsi velv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems, and for 
■storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer 
controller means for having a control system for selecting and controlling said Plurality of 
dispensi ng, subsystems f or simultaneously counting out the articles and for controlling each of 
Sflid plurality of disp ensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles comprising one of 
said plurality of dispensing descriptions at a time. 

6_Z_ (New) An article d ispensing system comprising a plurality ofadiaccntlv arran ged 
article dispensing sub systems each including a counting system, a supply hopper for a plurality 
ofnrticlos to be dispensed, an d at least one controller means for rcsponsivelv controlling said 
plurality ofdispensing subsyste ms and for storing a plurality ofdispensing descriptions each 
specifying a r iumber nf articles, said computer controller means for having a control system for 
selecting and for r.nm T oHing sai d plurality ofdispensing subsystems for simultaneously counting 



PAGE 35/61 ' RCVD AT 7/512005 2:30:14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVMSPTMFXRMfl * DWS:8729306 ' CSIO:212 230 8888 ' DURATION (mm-ss):2IW4 



Copied from 084^402 on o:i/22/2t)()7 



07/05/2005 13:48 FAX. 212 230 8888 



BILMER CUTLER PICKERING 



@l 036/061 



Attorney Docket No. 10 3864. 1 1 01 Serial No. 09/5 1 2,734 

out the articles, and for controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially 
disnen.se the articles corresponding to at least one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions. 

68. fNewl An article dispensing system comprisi n g a plurality of adjacently arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each including a counting system, a supply hooper for a plurality 
of articles to be dispensed, and at. least one controller means for rcsponsi'vclv controlling said 
plurality of dispensing subsystems and for storing a plurality ofdispensing descriptions each 
Specifying a number of articles, said computer controller means for having a control system for 
selecting and for controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems for simultaneously counting 
out the art icles and for controlling each of said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially 
dispense the articles corresponding to the plurality ofdispensing descriptions. 

69. (New) An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacent ly arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each including a counting svslem and a supply hopper fur a 
plurality of articles to be dispensed, and at least one controller means for resnonsivelv 
co ntrolling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and storing a plurality of dispensing 
descriptions eac h specifying a number of articles, said computer controller means for having a 
control system for selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems for 
simulta neously counting out the art ic les and for controlling each of said plurality of dispensing 
su bsystems to sequentially dispense the articles, each of the plurality of disp en sing subsystems 
dispensing a different one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions. 

70. (New) An operator assisted article dispensing system comp rising a plurality of 
adjacent I v arranged article dispensing subsystems each including a counting system and a supply 
hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, and at least one con troller means for 
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responsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and ("or storing a plurality of 
dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said controller means for having a 
control sys tem for selecting and for controlling said plurality of dispensing subsyste ms for 
simultaneously counting out the articles, and for controlling each of sai d plurality of dispensing 
s ubsystems to sequentially dispense the nrticles responsiv e t o a predetermined command or 
action by the operator. 

71 . (New) An article dispensing system comprising a plurality ofadiaeentlv arranged 
article dispensin g s ubsystems each including a counting system ami a supply hopper for a 
plurality of articles to be dispensed, and at least one controller means for responsivelv 
controlling said plurality of dispensing, subsystems and for storing a plur al ity of dispensing 
descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said compiiter controller means for having a 
control system for selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems for 
simultaneously counting out the article s a nd for controlling at least two of said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles comprising one of said plurality of 
di spensing descriptions at a time. 

72. (New) An article dispensing system comprising a plurality ofadiaeentlv arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each including a counting system and a supply hopper for a 
plurality of articles to he dispensed, and at least one controller means for responsivelv 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems and for storing a plurality of dispensing 
descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said computer controller means for having 
control system for selecting apd for controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems for 
simultaneously counting out the articles and for controlling each of said plurality of d i spensing 
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subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles comprising one oT sa id plurality of dispensing 
descriptions at a lime. 
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